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according to Tobias van Domselaer:

1663

9752 deaths

1664

24 148 deaths

total number of deaths

1663-1664

33 900

estimates Amsterdam 

population in 1664:

between 138.00 and 201.000
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Davids and

Noordegraaf (eds), 1998

Israel, 1995 De Vries and

Van der Woude, 1997 

Lesger, “De Economie 

1650-1730”, 2005

Plague not indicated as possible factor for major economic or cultural phenomena in, 

for example:

Helmers and

Janssen (eds), 

2018
Prak, 2020 
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Noordegraaf and Valk.

1996



Amsterdam expenditures for public works

1580-1708 

Annual tax revenus of “grove waren”(tax on building 

materials) in Holland as a whole, in Amsterdam, and

in South Holland 

9

9



“… there are dead this last week to the number of 338 at Amsterdam and if the plague 

thus increases within, and a warre with His Majestie without, there will be little need of 

that vast towne which they are making there.”
Letter of Edward, first Earl of Clarendon (1664)
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Number of painters active in eleven big 

cities in the Dutch Republic, 1550-1750 
Source: ECARTICO (5-year moving average) 

Number of painters active in Amsterdam 

(red), Haarlem and Leiden, 1600-1700
Source: ECARTICO (5-year moving average) 
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supervisor: Marten Jan Bok

co-supervisor: Harm Nijboer

University of Amsterdam
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Marten Jan Bok, “De opkomst van een massamarkt voor schilderijen in de Republiek.” 

in Idem, Vraag en aanbod op de Nederlandse kunstmarkt, 1580-1700 (Dissertation

Utrecht University 1994), p. 97-130.

Revised English version of this chapter (but without graphs and tables): 

Marten Jan Bok, “The rise of Amsterdam as cultural centre: the market for paintings, 

1580-1680,” in: Patrick O’Brien, Urban Achievement in Early Modern Europe. Golden 

Ages in Antwerp, Amsterdam and London, Cambridge &c. 2001, pp. 186-209.

Jan de Vries, “Art History,” in David Freedberg, Art in History / History in Art, 

Sta. Monica 1991, p. 249-282 
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Painting production trend 1600-1700
(5-year moving average). 
(Weixuan Li - source: RKDimages)

From: Weixuan Li, “Innovative Exuberance. Fluctuations in the Painting Production in the

17th-Century Netherlands,” Arts 8, 72 (2019); doi:10.3390/arts8020072 (22 pp.)
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Painting production trend 1600-1700
(5-year moving average). 
(Weixuan Li - source: RKDimages)
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Painting production trend 1600-1700
(5-year moving average). 
(Weixuan Li - source: RKDimages)
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Painting production trend 1600-1700
(5-year moving average). 
(Weixuan Li - source: RKDimages)

1635 Amsterdam: 8 177 deaths (Leiden 15 735!)

1655 Amsterdam: 16 727 deaths

First derivative of 

this graph

= growth rate
(Weixuan Li)
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1626-1650         1651-1675          1676-1700

Silver- and goldsmiths 140                    198                     386

Decorative arts                         78                      67                     127

Source: Clé Lesger, “Vertraagde groei. De economie tussen 1650 en 1730” in: Willem Frijhoff et al. 

Geschiedenis van Amsterdam, Amsterdam 2005, vol. II-2, 1650-1813. Zelfbewusts stadstaat, p.68
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Weixuan Li, Deciphering the art and market in the Dutch Golden Age. 

Insights from digital methodologies (Research Master Thesis, University of 

Amsterdam 2018), ch. 5.

And: Weixuan Li, “Innovative Exuberance. Fluctuations in the

Painting Production in the 17th-Century Netherlands,” Arts 8, 72 

(2019; doi:10.3390/arts8020072 (22 pp.)
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Weixuan Li, “Innovative Exuberance. Fluctuations in the Painting Production in 

the 17th-Century Netherlands,” Arts 8, 72 (2019; doi:10.3390/arts8020072 (22 pp.)
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2015 exh. Cologne, Dordrecht 2006
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Piet Bakker, “Crisis? Welke crisis? Kanttekeningen bij het economisch verval van de schilderkunst in Leiden 

na 1660,” De Zeventiende Eeuw 27 (2011), p. 232-269.

Piet Bakker, “United under One Roof. Artist Painters and Coarse Painters and their Relation in Seventeenth-

Century Leiden,” Early Modern Low Countries 1 (2017) 2, 218-249

Leiden Guild of St Luke, 1648-1698

Blue: artist painters – Red: coarse painters

Source: Leiden, ELO, GA: inventory 849,

Deecken ende Hooft-mans Boeck.
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