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Tom van der Molen, ñPaintedtheatre: Flinck, Rembrandt, andotherartistspaintVondelôs

Joseph trilogy,ò, in: Stephanie Dickey (ed.), Ferdinand Bol andGovert Flinck. New Research, 

Zwolle 2017, pp. 82-97.
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Nicolaas van Helt Stockade

Joseph beingadmonishedbyhis fatherafter telling 

his dreamto his father, motherandbrothers,

signedanddated1655

canvas 112 x 88 cm

Boo, Sweden, Collectie Hamilton

(no better reproductionsavailable)

(Recent photographby theowner)
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Govert Flinck

Josephôsblood-stainedcloakshownto his fatherJacob,

signedanddated1655,

canvas 112 x 89 cm.

Helsinki, SinebrychoffMuseum
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Rembrandt van Rijn

PotipharôswifeaccusingJoseph in thepresenceof Potiphar,

signedanddated1655,

canvas, 113,5 x 90 cm.

Berlin, Gemäldegalerie
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Salomon Koninck

Joseph explainingPharaoôsdreams,

signedanddated1655,

canvas, 112, 3 x 89,6 cm.

Schwerin, StaatlichesMuseum
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Bartholomeus Breenbergh

Joseph distributingcorn in Egypt,

signedanddated1655,

canvas, 110,5 x 90 cm.

Birmingham, BarberInstituteof Fine Arts
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Salomon de Bray

The meeting of Jacob andJoseph in Egypt,

signedanddated1655

canvas, 112 x 89 cm.

Boo, Sweden, Collection Hamilton

8



Joseph-trilogy by Joost van den Vondel

1. Sophompaneasof Jozef in ôt Hof (1635), translationby Vondel of theLatin drama

by Hugo Grotius. 

2. Jozef in Dothan(1640)

3. Jozef in Egypte (1640)

On 15 December 1653 all threeplayswerefor thefirst time performed

togetheron onedayin theAmsterdam Schouwburg (repeatedseveral

timesin 1654, 1655 andthefollowingyears, until 1664).
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The episode depictedby Rembrandt is theonly onethatis alsoperformedon thestage 

(Jozef in Dothan), while thescene by Flinck is told by oneof Josephôsbrothers. 

The otherepisodes are referredto, sometimesquiteobliquely, in Sophompaneasof 

Jozef in ót Hof (three) andJozef  in Dothan(one)

Helt Stockade Flinck Rembrandt Koninck Breenbergh De Bray
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In Sophompaneasof Jozef inôtHof, brothersof Joseph visit a galleryof paintingsthatPharao

had installedin Josephôsresidence, depictingscenes from thelife of Joseph. Someof the

subjects are more or lessdescribedby oneof thebrothers.

Helt Stockade Flinck Rembrandt Koninck Breenbergh De Bray
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X Joseph revealinghis identity

to his brothers

X Joseph sellingcornin EgyptX Joseph interpretingPharaoôs

dreams

X

X Pohtipharôswife accusingJoseph

Attributedto Gerbrand van den Eeckhout, Joseph-cycle, consistingof ten drawings, pen andbrownink andbrownwashes

over sketch in black chalk, c. 208 x 160 mm., c. 1664-1666. Paris, Muséedu Louvre.

X Joseph telling his dreams -- Joseph throwninto thecistern -- Joseph beingsoldto

Medianites

Josephôsblood-stainedcloak

is shownto Jacob
-- Joseph fleeingthewife of 

Potiphar

-- Joseph in prison
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Sale IzaakHoogenbergh. Amsterdam 10-04-1743: No. 62 ñJozephin de gevangenis door 

Carel van Savoyenò (in thesamesale alsothepaintingsby Salomon KoninckandGovert 

Flinck, as nos. 47 and61). 

Sale catalogueAmsterdam 2-2-1781: ñCarel van Savoyen, Dit is een fraaijeOrdinantie: men 

ziet Joseph daarin verbeeld, als leggende den Droom uit aan den Schenker en Bakker (Joseph 

explainingthedreamsof theBaker andtheButler) : krachtig en natuurlykbehandeld. 

Doek, h. 44, br. 35 d.ô [= c. 113 x 90 cm!]

14a
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Carel van Savoyen, born in Antwerp1619/20; becamepoorterin Amsterdam in 1649; diedin Amsterdam 1665. 

He was mentionedby Jan Vos as oneof therenownedAmsterdam artistsin his poemZeegeder Schilderkunst 

made on theoccasion of theformationof theBrotherhood of Painting on St. LukeôsDay 1654, togetherwith

Rembrandt, Govert Flinck, Nicolaesvan Helt Stockade, Philip andSalomon Koninck, Jan Gerritszvan Bronchorst, 

Ferdinand Bol, Jacob van Loo, Bartholomeus van der Helst, BarentGraat, Emanuel de Witte, Willem Kalf, Gerrit 

Pietersz. Van Zijl, Matthijs Blom

Carel van Savoyen, Abundantia, 1651, 

canvas 113 x 100cm, Private coll. 

Carel van Savoyen, Bacchanal, 

canvas 86.5 x 73 cm. Private coll.
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- RKDimages

- Digital Files RKD (only availableat theRKD)  

- Fiches Hofstede de Groot 

- BrediusArchives

- MontiasDatabase 

- Getty ProvenanceIndex  
andall relevant 

- iconographicsources and

- monographicsources 
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1702 Sale Jan Agges, Amsterdam (Jan PieterszZomer), August 16, 1702. Bartholomeus Breenbergh

1743 Sale Isaac Hoogenbergh, Amsterdam, April 10, 1743, Govert Flinck

Salomon Koninck

Carel van Savoyen

1743 Sale John van Spangen, London,  March2-4, 1743 Rembrandt van Rijn

1762 Sale Pieter Johan Wierman, Amsterdam, August 18, 1762  Nicolaesvan Helt Stockade

Salomon de Bray

?
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Sale Jan Agges(ca. 1639 - died 03-09-1701), auctioned by Jan Pietersz. Zomer on August 16, 1702. 

ôt Koorenhuysvan Egypten, van Bartholomeus Breenbergh, ôt beste van hem bekent   

f. I175ï0

Bartholomeus Breenbergh, Joseph distributingcorn

in Egypt, signedanddated1655, canvas, 110,5 x 90 cm.

Birmingham, BarberInstituteif Fine Arts

Bartholomeus Breenbergh, Joseph distributingcorn

in Egypt, signedanddated1654, canvas 111,8 x 88,9 cm.

Coll. Marquessof Bute, UK  

18a
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Govert Flinck , Josephôsblood-stainedcloakshownto

his fatherJacob

Amsterdam, 10-04-1743

Sale Isaac Hoogenbergh

Salomon Koninck , Joseph explainingPharaoôsdreams

Carel van Savoyen, Joseph in prison with thebaker 

andthebutler  ?

- Isaac Hoogenbergh1686-1742 

- Isaac Hoogenbergh1656-1701

- Isaac Hoogenbergh1629-1701

- Isaac Hoogenbergh, mentionedin 

document 1635 

(alsospelledas  Izaac/Isack/Isaak/

Isaacq)
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Nicolaesvan Helt Stockade, Joseph beingadmonishedbyhis father

after telling his dreamto his father, motherandbrothers,

Salomon de Bray, The meeting of Jacob andJoseph in Egypt,

Amsterdam 18-08-1762

Sale Pieter Johan Wierman

20



Elizabeth Scholten, daughterof Christiaan Scholten andAnna Agges(daughterof Jan Aggeswhoownedthe

Breenbergh, soldin 1702) marriedin 1711 Isaac Hoogenbergh(ownerof theFlinck, KoninckandSavoyen).

Pieter Johan Wierman, from Rotterdam (owner of the paintings by Helt Stockade and De Bray, sold in 1762) 

married in 1721 Alida Tierens, daughter of the sister of Christiaan Scholten, who had married Anna Agges

(see above). 

Therefore, theremightbea slightpossibilitythattheseries was commissionedby Hendrik Agges(1587/88-1665), 

fatherof Jan Agges; Hendrick had built two large houseson theIJgracht, finishedin 1652, but thereis no 

proofwhatsoever. 

We are gratefulto Frans Grijzenhout for his

help with untanglingthefamily relations
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Rembrandtôspaintingwas in a sale in London 2/4-03-1743 (notsold) andagainin 10/12-02-1748, 

from thecollectionof John Van Spangen.

He had boughtit from Jacques Ignatius de Roore(painter, art dealer andcollector fromAntwerp, 

mainly living in The Hague anda few yearsin Amsterdam). 
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All approximately112 x 89 cm. Nicolaesvan Helt Stockade

Salomon Koninck Bartholomeus Breenbergh

Rembrandt

Salomon de BrayCarel van Savoyen

Govert Flinck

Joseph fleeingthe

wifeof  Potiphar(?)
Joseph in prison

explainingdreamsof

thebaker andthe

butler

Joseph throwninto

The cistern(?)
Joseph soldto the

Medianites(?)
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Staircaseto the

óHoofdenkamerô

27,5 x 15 voet

= 8.4 x 4,6 m.

If 10 paintings:

5 on back wall, 

2 on left wall,

3 on right wall?

Regentsof the

Schouwburg in 1655:

- Jan Vos

- Pieter van Schorel

- Dirck Vennekool

- Pieter van der Gracht

Groundplan of theAmsterdam Schouwburghby Jacob van Campen 24

24a



Cornelis de Graeff(1599-1664)

Andries de Graeff (1611-1678)

Joan Huydecoper(1599-1661)

Cornelis Witsen(1605-1669)

Cornelis Geelvinck(1621-1689)

Jan Hinlopen (1626-1666)
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Jacob van Campen left thejob

in December 1654. 

After his departureseveralplans

werechanged.

If therewas ever a plan to install

theJoseph-cycle, themost suitable

room wouldhave been the

óSecretarieô (6)

Commissionsto Bol, Flinck,VanBronckhorst, 

HolsteynandVan Helt Stockadefor overmantel

paintingsandpaintedceilingsweregivenin 

1655 andfinishedin 1656.

Groundplanmainfloor of Town Hall (presentlyRoyal Palace)

26b
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Marten Kretzer(collector andart dealer, Amsterdam c. 1598 ï1670)

Feastof St. Luke 1654: presentedas ñThe Inaugurationof theBrotherhoodof Paintersò,
organizedby Marten Kretzer, secondedby Nicolaesvan Helt Stockade, Bartholomeus van der Helst

andJan Meures.

The burgomasters Cornelis de GraeffandJoan Huydecoperwerepresent at thebanquet. 
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Six of ninestill extantpaintingsof a Joseph-series (probably10 or 11 originally) by a follower of Gerard de 

Lairesse, canvas 40 x 46 cm.  Sale London (Christies), 12-02-2008. The otherthreein a private collection, Israël. 

Is probablytheseries seenby Zacharias Uffenbachin 1711: ñelf StückevoneinemneuenHolländischenMeisterò.             

(Angela Jager

brought

Uffenbachôs

text to our

attention)
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?     ?     ?Nicolaesvan Helt Stockade

Salomon Koninck Bartholomeus Breenbergh

Rembrandt

Salomon de BraijCarel van Savoyen

Govert Flinck

Joseph fleeingthe

wifeof  Potiphar(?)
Joseph in prison

explainingdreamsof

thebaker andthe

butler

Joseph throwninto

The cistern(?)
Joseph soldto the

Medianites(?)
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Joachim von Sandrart, ñLebenslaufund Kunst-Werke des 

WolEdlenun GestrengenHerr Joachim von Sandrartò in: 

Joachim von Sandrart. TeutscheAcademie, Nürnberg 1675:

Twelve paintings commissioned by the King of Spain (1630-

1631)

- Guido Reni 

- Guercino

- Cavaliere dôArpino

- OrazioGentileschi 

- Massimo Stanzione

- Pietro da Cortona 

- Valentin de Boulogne 

- Domenichino 

- Andrea Sacchi,

- Giovanni Lanfranco

- Nicolas Poussin 

- Joachim von Sandrarthimself.
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Nicolaas van Helt Stockade

Joseph beingadmonishedbyhis fatherafter telling 

his dreamto his father, motherandbrothers,

signedanddated1655

canvas 112 x 88 cm

Boo, Sweden, Collectie Hamilton

(no better reproductionsavailable)

(Recent photographby theowner)
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Rembrandt, Joseph telling his dreams

to Jacob (grisaille), c. 1634, paper 

stuckon card 55.8 x 39.7 cm. 

Amsterdam, Rijksmuseum

Rembrandt, Joseph telling his dreamsto

Jacob, 1638, etching110 x 83 mm. 

Amsterdam, Rijksmuseum

Lucas van Leyden, Joseph telling his

dreamsto Jacob, 1512, engraving

SistoBadalocchioafterRaphael, 1607, Joseph 

telling his dreamsto his brothers, etching. 

(afterRaphaelôsLoggie, Vatican, c. 1519) 
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SistoBadalocchioafterRaphael, 1607, Joseph 

telling his dreamsto his brothers, etching. 

(afterRaphaelôsLoggie, Vatican, c. 1519) 
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Jacques Stella, Jesusfound 

in thetempleby his parents,

Canvas 380 x 200 cm. 

Paris, Les Andelys, Notre-

Dame. 

Simon Vouet, The Adoration

of theHoly Name by four

saints, canvas 265 x 176 cm. 

Paris, EgliseSaint Merri.
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manipulated:

headturnedto

theleft



Nicolaesvan Helt Stockade, Joseph distributingcorn, 1656, 

canvas 155 x 190 cm. Amsterdam, Town Hall (presently

Royal Palace), TreasuryChamber

ñil a demeurequelque

Tempsa Rome et a Venise

et éen France é quiôilat 

estimédignedôestrereceu

Peintrede Sa Maiesté

Tres-christienneò

37a
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ñé we tried in the final scene of this play to follow 

as closely as possible with words the painterôs 

colors, drawing, and rendering of the passions.ò 
(ówy in ót sluitenvan dit wercké met woordendes schilders

verwen, teickeningen, en hartstoght, poogdenna te volgen.ô)

Jan Pynas, Josephôsblood-stainedcloakshown

to Jacob, 1618, panel 63.8 x 47.7 cm. 

St. Petersburg, The State Hermitage Museum 

Govert Flinck, Josephôsblood-stained

cloakshownto his fatherJacob, 1655,

canvas 112 x 89 cm.

Helsinki, SinebrychoffMuseum
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Jan Pynas, Josephôsblood-stainedcloakshown

to Jacob, 1618, panel 63.8 x 47.7 cm. 

St. Petersburg, The State Hermitage Museum 

Rembrandt, Josephôsblood-

stainedcloakshownto Jacob,

c. 1633, etching107 d 80 mm.

in reverse

Govert Flinck, Josephôsblood-stained

cloakshownto his fatherJacob, 1655,

canvas 112 x 89 cm.

Helsinki, SinebrychoffMuseum
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-troeping

-koppeling

-samenbeweging
(termsused

by Samuel van

Hoogstraten)

= 

-grouping, 

-joining together

-movingtogether

Lucas Vorsterman naar Rubens, Adorationof the

shepherds, c. 1620, engraving(in reverse)
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